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REMNANTS OF ENICHIJI
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Enichiji lies situated on top of an alluvial fan* formed by the accumulated pebbles, rocks, and sand on the southern foot of Mt.
Nekoma. It is a temple built by monk (and later Bodhisattva) Tokuitsu of Nara. The basis of the cultural concepts that were refined
after the Heian Period and later practiced in the region were developed here, so it is known as the foundation of Buddhist culture in
Aizu. Though its status as a temple was annulled and it was abandoned at the beginning of the Meiji Era, its remains were
designated as a historical remnant site (whose official title was “Remnants of Enichiji” ) in 1970 (Showa 45) . Since then, efforts
for its restoration have continued.
Though Bandai Shrine—the shrine bordering Enichiji to the east—was originally built to enshrine Bandai Myojin as the guardian
deity of Enichiji, it became an independent shrine after Enichiji was abandoned. As an old shrine with 1,200 year old traditions, it still
holds Shinto rituals such as the shrine maiden’ s ceremonial dance and tug of war festivities throughout the year.
*Describes a geological phenomenon where a river s sediment is distributed over a wide base as a result of the river' s movement
from a high gradient to a less steep gradient, and its subsequent slow in flow.
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